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Ranking Member Courtney Clears Legal Pathway for AUKUS Mission in 

Final FY24 National Defense Authorization Act  

 
Background:  
As the Ranking Member of the Seapower and Projection Forces Subcommittee, the Co-Chair of the AUKUS Working 
Group, and the Co-Chair of the Friends of Australia Caucus, Rep. Courtney cleared the pathway for the success of 
AUKUS Pilar I and Pillar II in the final, negotiated version of the FY24 National Defense Authorization Act.  
 
Support for the AUKUS Alliance: 

• Transfer of Submarines – the bill includes the authority for the United States to transfer up to three Virginia-
class submarines to the Government of Australia. This includes two submarines from the Navy’s inventory 
and one off the production line.  

 

• United States Submarine Industrial Base – provides authority and establishes an account for the 
Government of Australia to invest $3 billion into the United States submarine industrial base to improve 
production rates and maintenance capacity.  

 

• Australian Industrial Base Training – authorizes the training of Australian private- and public-sector 
personnel to support the development of the Australian submarine industrial base using the foreign military 
sales program. 

 

• Block Buy Authority for Virginia-Class Submarines – the bill also includes Rep. Courtney’s provision to 
authorize the Navy to enter into a contract for up to 13 Virginia-class submarines in the next block contract. 
This allows the US Navy to continue the two-per-year cadence, while supporting AUKUS requirements.  
 

• Defense Production Act – the bill includes a bipartisan amendment with Reps. Gallagher and Kelly to add 
Australia and the United Kingdom to the definition of a domestic source under the Defense Production Act. 
This will accelerate the defense industrial base collaboration to develop critical technologies and advanced 
capabilities by using existing authorities to invest in AUKUS projects.  

 

• Export Controls – provides for the more seamless transfer of advanced technology and information sharing 
between the United States, United Kingdom, and Australia for platforms and weapon systems like 
hypersonic missiles, undersea capabilities, quantum computing, artificial intelligence, and deep space radar.  
 

Shipbuilding—Following the subcommittee's bipartisan work to examine shipbuilding industrial capacity and Navy 
force structure requirements, the bill as negotiated authorizes 10 battle force ships and increases the Navy’s 
shipbuilding account by $300 million from the budget request: 
 

• 1st funding increment for second boat in Columbia program 
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• 2 Virginia-class submarines 

• 2 DDG 51 destroyers 

• 2 guided missile frigates 

• 1 LPD 

• 1 T-AO fleet oiler  

• 1 Submarine Tender 
  
 


